[Pros and cons of adding an accessory breathing system to the main circle circuit. II. Arguments against their use].
When compared to the circle system alternative breathing systems (ABS) are of no benefit. When the only indication of an ABS is emergency oxygen administration it should be connected to the O2 pipeline upstream from the flowmeter bank and the vaporiser. The use of an ABS for anaesthesia maintenance is no longer justified because of the difficulties in monitoring pressure, flow and concentrations of the gas mixture, the cost of gas and vapour administered at a high flow and the resulting pollution. The use of an ABS for very short anaesthetics is only acceptable if the administered gas mixture is monitored.